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“ME-TOOISM” AND THE ELECTION 


A fortnight after the elec- 
tion, the experts were still 
arguing about what really hap- 
pened, and why it happened. 
It was, as you know, the clos- 
est national election in this 
century. Everybody has his 
own pet theory as to the 
reasons -— the labor-union 
steamroller, the religious 
issue, the TV debates and so 
on. No doubt the argument wil] 
continue to rage. But like 
all arguments, particularly 
when they concern politics 
and politicians, they seldom 
get down to fundamentals. 


Several of President-Elect 
Kennedy’s more vociferous 
partisans are claiming that 
he has a mandate from the 
people. Of course he has no 
such thing. A careful analy- 
sis shows that a shift of a 
few thousand votes in certain 
key states could have meant 
defeat for the Democratic 
candidate. A man who wins a 
presidential election by so 
slim a margin may have the 
good wishes of all the peo- 
ple, but he certainly has not 
won an unqualified mandate 
for himself or his program. 








Other Kennedy partisans, as 
well as certain so-called 
‘modern’ Republicans, saw in 
the election the death-knell 
of conservatism. But keener 
and more objective observers 
believe the opposite is closer 
to the truth - that for the 
first time in many years a 
real and always latent Ameri- 
can conservatism was able to 
make itself felt and is now 
on the rise. This may sound 
like a strange analysis of an 
election in which a New Veal- 
ish ‘liberal’ won the presi- 
dency. But these observers 
believe that Vice-Fresident 
Nixon threw the election away. 
According to this analysis, 
instead of running on a 
strictly conservative program 
he tried to outdo, or at least 
‘me-too’ his ‘liberal’ oppon- 
ent’s promises. The result 
was that once again, as has 
happened so frequently in the 
last quarter-century, the 
voters had no real choice be- 
tween a strictly conservative 
and strictly ‘liberal’ can- 
didate and program. Yet, as 
these observers see it, the 
fact that Mr. Nixon came so 
close to winning proves that 
a majority of Americans are 
inherently drawn to conserva- 
tism. His ‘me-tooism’ caused 
some voters to stay home, or 
to skip a presidential vote 


while voting for other offices. 
Others, cynically viewing the 
choice between an outright 
modern ‘liberal’ and a pale 
imitation, decided in favor 
of the authentic article. 

On the bright side, these 
observers now see a definite 
possibility, perhaps by 1964, 
of a re-alignment or reshuffl- 
ing in the parties which will 
once again give us a real 
two-party system. 

There are several good rea- 
sons for suspecting that this 
analysis may be the correct 
one. Takethe State of Arizona 
for instance. This is the 
home state of Senator Barry 
Goldwater, who has become the 
leader of the conservative 
forces in America. Whether 
you agree with Senator Gold- 
water’s views or not, you 
must admit that he has no 
‘me-tooism’ in him. His state 
is a Democratic state, with 
twice as many registered Dem- 
ocrats as Republicans. But 
Mr. Nixon carried this Demo- 
cratic state by more than 
20,000 votes. It was the first 
time in Arizona’s life as a 
state (48 years) that it back- 
ed the losing candidate in a 
presidential election. 

Another indicator is what 
nappened to the House and 
Senate. Most forecasters were 
agreed before the election 
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that no matter how the presi- 
dential contest went, the 
Democrats would retain their 
big majorities in Congress 
and perhaps even increase 
them. The new Congress, of 
course, will still be Demo- 
cratic. But the Republicans 
actually picked up two seats 
in the Senate. In the House 
the Republicans cut heavily 
into the Democratic majority 
by gaining 24 seats. 


SPENDING AND LABOR 


As to the future, the big 
questions in everybody’s minds 
concern government spending, 
the labor-union monopoly and 
foreign policy. What can we 
expect from the new adminis- 


tration on these three major 
problems? Prediction is a 
tricky business, but there are 
several factors to bear in 
mind from the standpoint of 
sheer practical politics. 

On the question of govern- 
ment spending, Mr. Kennedy 
made some pretty wild and 
fantastic promises. Also he 
has several close advisers 
who, to say the least, hold 
theories about government 
spending which ignore the hard 
facts of economic reality. 
During the campaign, Mr. Ken- 
nedy talked a great deal about 
Franklin D. Roosevelt and 
about something he called the 
‘New Frontier’ — presumably a 
modern-day version of FUR’s 
New Deal. But remember this. 
When FDR took office, his 
weird spendings were built on 
a tax structure which Ameri- 
cans hardly felt, and on a 
public debt of about 20 bil- 
lion dollars. Mr. Kennedy’s 
spending promises, if carried 
out, must be built on a tax 
structure which eats away at 
the substance of the American 
people, and on a public debt 
close to 290 billion dollars. 
The new President must either 
cut bait on his promises, or 
subject the nation to a wild- 
er inflation than ever. It 
remains to be seen which 
course he chooses. 








On the labor-union monopoly, 
there is no doubt that Mr. 
Kennedy owed a margin of his 
slim victory to the efforts 
of the labor bosses in his be- 
half. Before the election, 
predictions were made that if 
Mr. Kennedy won, Labor Boss 
Walter Reuther would have a 
free hand in the White House. 
But here again, the prediction 
may overlook the realities of 
practical politics and the 
fact that, fortunately, there 
is another branch of our gov- 
ernment besides the presi- 
dency — namely the Congress. 
It is well to remember that 
Mr. Kennedy failed to put 
over any major part of his 
program in the last special 
session of a predominantly 
Democratic Congress. U.S.News 
& World Report figures that 
the AFL-CIO expects the new 


Senate to contain a slight 


THE BIG QUESTION-MARK 


The great question - and 
the one with the biggest ques- 
tion-mark -is foreign policy. 
That congratulatory message 
from Boss Khrushchev to Mr. 
Kennedy — in which Khrushy 
hoped for a return to the so- 
called ‘good relations’ of 
the FDR era, sent shivers 
down the spines of many Amer- 
icans. They remembered all 


majority in its favor. But in 
the House, the labor-union 
forces figure they can count 
on about 192 members. This is 
an impressive total to be be- 
holden to a single pressure 
group, but it is a long way 
from a majority of the 437 
members of the House. And of 
course there is no telling 
what will come out of a con- 
servative Repub]lican-Democra- 
tic coalition in Congress, 
especially if it has strong 
leadership. There is the addi- 
tional fact that the labor 
bosses themselves are begin- 
ning to have their troubles, 
chiefly because their own 
union members are starting to 
chafe under the labor-boss 
dictatorship. The recent Gen- 
eral Electric strike and the 
manner of its settlement was 
a good example of this. 


too well that it was FUR, at 
those other summit meetings 
in Teheran and Yalta, who 
built Communist Russia into 
its present menacing state by 
handing two-thirds of Europe 
and Asia to Khrushchev’s pre- 
decessor, Joe Stalin. In this 
field we can only hope and 
pray that Mr. Kennedy learns, 
as others have before him, 


oa St, 


that you cannot appease a 
communist. The moment you do, 
he considers it a sign of 
weakness and grabs for more. 
Before it is too late, let us 
hope that our new President 
will come to realize that 
there is only one safe way to 
deal with Reds — from a posi- 
tion of strength, determina- 
tion and strict adherence to 
principles with no quarter 
given. It was only when we 


acted thus in the past that 
the Reds backed down. The most 
tragic thing in the world 
would be to follow the kind 
of advice, for example, which 
comes from U.S. Supreme Court 
Justice William 0. Douglas. 
He thinks Red China should be 
admitted to the UN, ashe puts 
it, ‘as a curb on her law- 
lessness.’ That’s about on a 
par with making Public [Enemy 
No. 1 a member of the FBI! 


Foregoing items covered in Mutual network broadcast 11/20/60 
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Book Review 

HOW TO FIND OUT 

WHAT YOU SHOULD KNOW ABOUT 
INFLATION by Henry Hazlitt, 
152 pages, VanNostrand, 
Princeton, N.J., $3.50. 

Has your income doubled or 
tripled in the last 20 years? 
Is that why you rail against 
inflation, but do nothing 
about it — because you think 
you are so much better off? 
Look at Page 147 of Mr. Haz- 
litt’s book. He tells you 
exactly how to discover if 
you are really better off. 

Do labor-union demands 
cause inflation? Do you think 
it is impossible to have ful] 
employment without inflation? 
Answers to these, and all 
sorts of other questions 
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about one of our most press- 
ing domestic problems are to 
be found here. Mr. Hazlitt, 
of course, is famous as a 
Newsweek columnist and as the 
author of a number of well- 
known books. This one is 
written for the average Amer- 
ican. In fact, it grew out 
of frequent letters from 
readers of his weekly column. 
They wanted a brief and 
simple account of the causes 
and cure of inflation, and 
how to guard against it. Mr. 


Hazlitt has supplied it in a 


series of very brief chapters 

which anyone can understand. 
Inflation and its effects 

are a very serious personal 





threat to each individual 
American. They are also a 
major threat to our way of 
life - to freedom itself. As 
Mr. Hazlitt says ‘...infla- 
tion must always end in a 
crisis and a slump and... 
worse than the slump itself 
may be the public delusion 
that the slump has been caus- 
ed, not by the previous in- 
flation, but by the inherent 
defects of capitalism.’ 

This is not the only de- 


Mr. Hazlitt effectively 
punctures. And he goes direct- 
ly to the root cause of in- 
flation. It lies in government 
and its fiscal policies. Be- 
cause it does, the American 
people themselves are capable 
of curing it, or stopping it, 
before time runs out. They 
need only know and under- 
stand its cause and its cure. 
Mr. Hazlitt’s book is an 
especially good way to find 
out. - Rosalie Gordon 





lusion about inflation which 


LISTEN WITH OUR HEARTS 


“These fanatical disciples of Marxism are eagerly worming 
their way into such fertile fields of endeavor as youth, 
labor, education and racial minorities. The diabolical in- 
fluence of communism on youth was manifested in the anti- 
American student demonstration in Tokyo. It further was in 
evidence this year in communist-inspired riots in San Fran- 
cisco, where students were duped into disgraceful demonstra- 
tions against a congressional coinmittee...No field is over- 
looked for communist infiltration, educational, cultural, 
civic, political and religious... 

“Alarming, too, is the ease with which some major educa- 
tional institutions have been duped, under the much- abused 
term of ‘academic freedom,’ into permitting underhanded 
attacks to be made on democratic institutions and officials 
of government by instructors responsible for the higher 
education of our young people. 

“When academic freedom fails to recognize the importance 
of truth as the basic requirement for college classroom 
lectures and discussions, then the usefulness of our col- 
leges and universities is a thing of the past. 

“We have failed in our educational processes to inculcate 
the basic element of American history, our philosophy of 





7 
government and our moral and spiritual foundations. It is 
time to make our history and traditions glow and throb. We 
have heard about America with our ears, but not with our 
hearts.” - FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover in an address to 
the American Legion 


A COUCH AT THE SUMMIT 


“One might have guessed it. But it took a fearless com- 
mittee of the United Nations World Health Organization to 
report it: ‘People with psychopathic make-up often make 
leaders,’ ...( because) ‘the stresses in high position are too 
great for normal people.’ In other words, a poll of the 
world’s leaders, who always did strike us as a bit balmy, 
would disclose few normal persons. In fact, the majority 
would be abnomal... 

“When the next summit meeting rolls around, perhaps we can 
dispense with the safari of diplomats, dispatch bearers, and 
men in black homburgs. Let us send, instead, two analysts 
with a portable couch, and some men in white suits.” 


~ Richmond (Va. ) NEWS-LEADER 


**AMERICANIZING” 


“If somebody said he was ‘Americanizing,’ would you know 
what it meant? In Hungary it’s what the col lectivized peas- 
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8 
ants do when they devote more time and effort to the smal] 
‘capitalistic’ plots allowed them than they do to the col- 
lective farm. Thus, even after 13 years behind the Iron 
Curtain under a communist regime, ‘America’ to Hungarians 
still stands for resistance, for freedom.” 


- Santa Ana (Calif.) REGISTER 
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